ms MAJESTY'S GENEROSITY TO ME.                61
majesty was pleased to say something very kind to me, relate ing to my behaviour in the battle of Leipsic, which I have not vanity enough to wnte, at the conclusion whereof, when T replied vei y humbly, that I \va& not sensible that any sei vice I had done, or could do, could possibly ment so much goodness, he told me he had ordeied me a small testimony of his esteem, and withal gave me his hand to kiss I was now conquered, and, with a sort of suipiise, told his majesty I found myself so much engaged by his goodness, as well as my own inclination, that if his majesty would please to accept ot my devon, I was lesolved to seive in his army, or wheiever he pleased to command me Sei\e me 1 says the king, why so you do 5 but I must not have you be a musketeer, a poor solchei at a dollai a week will do that Pi ay Sn John, says the king, give him what commission he desiics No commission, sir, says I, would please me bettei than lea\e to fight near your majesty'b person, and to seive you at my own chaige, till I am qualified by moie expenence lo receive youi command^ Why then it frhall be so, said the king, and I chaige you, Hepburn, says he, when anything offeis that is eithci lit foi him, or he dcsiies, that you tell me of it, and giving me his hand again to kiss, 1 withchew
I was followed, befoie I had passed the castle gate, by one of the king's pages, who brought me a wan ant, directed to Sii John Hepbuin, to go to the master of the horse, for an immediate delivery of things ordered by the king himself for my account, whei e being come, the querry produced me a very good coach with foui horses, hainess and equipage, and two veiy fine saddle-horses, out of the stable of the bishop's horses afoi e-mentioncd , with these there was a list for thiee servants, and a warrant, to the stewaid of the king's baggage to deficiy me, my hoiscs and seivants, at the lung's charge, till fuithei oidei I was veiy much at a loss how to manage myself in this so stiangc freedom of so gieat a, pi nice, and consulting \\ith Sir John Hepburn, I was proposing to him whether it was not propei to go immediately back to pay my duty to his majesty, and acknowledge his bounty in the best terms I could, but while we were revolving to do so, the guards stood to tben arms, and we saw the king go out at the gate in his coach to pass into the city, so we were diveited fiora it for that time I acknowledge the bounty of the king wat. veiy smpiismg, but I must say it was not so